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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR REGULATING ASTIGMATISM OF OPTICAL PICKUP UNIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To manufacture an optical pickup unit which is 
high in the condensing characteristics necessary for recording and 
reproducing of a recording medium subjected to high-density recording. 
SOLUTION: The method and device for regulating the astigmatism of an 
optical pickup unit consisting of at least a laser diode 1 1 and an optical 
system for condensing the light beam formed by the laser diode 1 1 to a 
recording medium 1 4 as components consist in capturing the sectional 
shape of the light beam as an image by an image processor, measuring out- 
of-roundness from the relation between the major axis and minor axis of 
the captured image and moving the laser diode 1 1 on the plane 
perpendicular to the progressing direction of the light beam with the nearly 
truly round position as an optimum position, thereby changing the incident 
angle of the light beam to the optical system and regulating the 
astigmatism. 
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